Instructional Design and Assessment:

Facilitation of Learning and Achievement of all Students
Field Experience: 
[image: image1.wmf]Orchard Hills Elementary is a phenomenal school that is part of the Novi Community School District.  Mrs. Burkhardt is one of four teachers within the special education department of Orchard Hills Elementary.  She teaches in a self contained classroom with four students who suffer from autism.  She often receives help from fellow colleges in the special education department and also paraprofessionals when necessary.  Her class follows a strict day to day routine that allows the students ability to learn in a predictable and comfortable environment.  Her students are academically motivated but lack in ‘normal’ social skills.  Their sudden outbursts and poor reactions to bothersome situations, disrupts their academics and learning environment. She encourages the students to use their words to identify what is bothering them when a problem arises.  This strategy allows the students to understand how they are supposed to communicate what they are feeling.  Mrs. Burkhardt believes that all of her student’s social skill have improved since the beginning of the year and believes they will continue to improve. 
Reflection:

[image: image2.wmf]During my nine hours of observation, I was surprised with how well some of the students were communicating.  Their strict routine seemed to be disrupted with my arrival.  Some of the students reacted poorly while others told me, “You shouldn’t be here!”  Mrs. Burkhardt is providing these students with wonderful building blocks for their social skills.  Some of the students still struggle with putting their emotions into words.  For those students, Mrs. Burkhardt uses a graph that has all the emotions with the corresponding facial expression and encourages the students to “point to the one/s you feel”.  I feel that I gained much needed knowledge on how to interact with students who struggle with communicating and lack social skills. 
